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APPROVED
OFFICIAL MINUTES OF MARCH 28, 2016 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

NO. 16-05
The Council meeting of the Town of Sykesville was held on Monday, March 28, 2016. Mayor Shaw called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Meeting Room at the Town House. Mayor Shaw led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag and a moment of silence.



PRESENT:
Mayor Ian Shaw, Council President Leo Keenan, and Council Members Julia Betz, William “Chip” Bleam, Anna Carter, Christopher True, and Stacy Link.
STAFF:

Dawn Ashbacher, Town Manager




Michael Spaulding, Chief of Police




Janice Perrault, Town Clerk




Dennis Hoover, Town Attorney




Steven Colella, Director of Economic Development 




Ron Esworthy, Director of Public Works




Evelyn Sweet, Town Treasurer

PUBLIC
 
 
CONCERNS:
No Concerns 

MINUTES:
          March 14, 2016
           MOTION:             
Council Member Betz motioned and Council Member True seconded to approve the March 14, 2016 Minutes as written. 



           The motion carried unanimously.   

PUBLIC SAFETY
  REPORT:
Chief Spaulding presented the Public Safety Report on the period from March 9, 2016 through March 22, 2016. There were a total of 373 calls for service, and 10 assists to other police agencies/departments outside the Town. 
  TREASURER

  REPORT:
February 2016
           MOTION:             
Council Member True motioned and Council Member Bleam seconded to approve the February 2016 Treasurers Report as written. 



           The motion carried unanimously.   

  COUNCIL COMMITTEE 

REPORTS:





· Historic District Commission – See report  
· Parks and Recreation – Council Member Carter mentioned the Easter Egg Hunt was cancelled but about 40 children did show up and received eggs from the Easter Bunny.  The next meeting will be held on April 28. 
· Mayor’s Report – Mayor Shaw announced the Warfield Development Corporation has not met recently and the next meeting will be held on April 6.  
· Planning Commission – See report 
· Streetscape – See report  
   MAIN STREET ASSOCIATION

REPORT:

· Council President Keenan and Steven Colella presented information on the Sykesville Main Street Association (MSA) budget and the first board meeting.  Discussion took place about all the events and it was mentioned that it would be nice to have another event that was geared toward families and did not have alcohol.  

· Steven mentioned the MSA is in the process of putting together a “Carroll Business Academy” for the businesses in Sykesville.  The business owners will have the opportunity to attend sessions about designing a professional website, creating a job board, posting on a community calendar, and other topics.  
· It was mentioned the façade grant funding has increased from $5,000 to $10,000 per project with an application due on April 15.  
· The MSA is working on a 501(c)3 proposal and hopes to have it available at the next meeting.   
· Steven also invited the Mayor and Town Council to attend the Main Street Now Conference in Milwaukee on May 23-25.  He indicated the MSA will pay for their registration but they will need to pay for transportation and hotel.  

· The Farmers Market is on schedule to open on Sunday, May 15, at Baldwin Drive and part of Oklahoma Avenue. to the French Twist.  
· The Art & Wine Festival will host wineries (12 have signed up so far) on Main Street along with juried art vendors.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
· On March 14, in closed session, the Mayor and Town Council approved hiring Evelyn Sweet, Town Treasurer, Amanda Heflin, part-time administrative assistant in the Town House, and Charles Kent, part-time Public Works employee.  

· Sunday, April 3, starting at 1:30, there is a free event at the Schoolhouse.  The kids and parents are invited to attend the Pots of Posies where they will paint pots and plant seeds.  

· Saturday, April 16, Annual Spring clean-up day.  Residents are encouraged to place all their unwanted household items at the curb on Friday night April 15 for pick up on Saturday.  Any appliance left at the curb will get picked up on Monday, April 18. Please note that this is scheduled earlier than we have in the past.

· Sunday, May 1, Annual Art and Wine Festival.  This event starts at noon and runs until 5:00 p.m. on Main Street.  There will be wines to taste and many crafters to see. 

· Saturday, May 14, the first movie in the park.  The Lego Movie is the first movie and will be shown at dusk.  Bring your chairs and blankets.  The snack shack will be open for business.  

· Sunday, May 15, Farmers Market.  This is the first day of the Farmers Market.  

NEW BUSINESS:     

1. Move Recycling pickup from Friday to Thursday – Ron Esworthy, Director of Public Works, was in attendance to explain why he would like to change the recycling day.  He indicated by changing the recycling day, his team will work more efficiently and better prepare for the weekend events in the parks and on Main Street.  Residents will need to put their recycling out on Wednesday night.  Commercial trash pickup would be evaluated to determine if it can continue on Thursday as well.  It was stated that this change would take effect on July 1, 2016.  Discussion took place and it was mentioned that the residents should know about this prior to the Mayor and Town Council voting.  The public should have an opportunity to come to the next meeting and voice their opinions.   It was also mentioned to have a contingency plan in place for people who will still put out their recycling on Friday for the first week.  An idea was mentioned to place an announcement flyer in the recycling bin to promote the change.
2. Resolution No. 2016-02 – Alcohol on Main Street – Steven Colella presented the Resolution for approval to allow alcohol on public property within the Town for the 2016 Art and Wine Festival, the 2016 Chili and Beer Festival, and the 2016 Harvest Festival.  
MOTION: 
Council Member Bleam motioned and Council Member Carter seconded to approve Resolution No. 2016-02 to allow alcohol at the Main Street events for 2016: the Art and Wine Festival, Chili and Beer Festival and the Harvest Festival.



The motion carried unanimously.  
3. Gate House Curators update – Curators Jack White and Valerie Schultz, were in attendance to discuss the status of the museum.  They mentioned they reviewed the Visitor Experience Plan and looked over the suggestions.  They are currently looking at the short term needs which includes organization and cleaning of the museum. They will have volunteers at the museum on Saturday, April 2 to help identify many items and figure out what is useful for the museum.  They are also trying to build a relationship with Springfield Hospital and work with them to develop an exhibit.  Since the Gate House was originally part of the Sykesville Hospital, it would be a great site to have historic information about the relationship between the Town and the hospital.  One suggestion was to clean out the garage and use this space as a movie room.  Jack and Valerie indicated they have a lot of ideas and will start putting it all together.  They are planning a yard sale on Sunday, April 17.    
4. Consent of Town as Master Ground Lessor to Lease Amendment between Warfield Development Corporation (WDC) and KB Warfield LLC (KB Warfield) – Mayor Shaw explained the Town has leased the Warfield Property to WDC pursuant to a Ground Lease.  WDC has subleased Building I to KB Warfield (the Sublease). KB Warfield is an entity that leases the Nexion Building.  WDC and KB Warfield (WDC’S subtenant) asked the Town to consent to an amendment to the Sublease that clarifies the terms of KB Warfield’s right of first refusal under the Sublease.  This addresses the right of first refusal issue for the building and the amendment is needed in preparation for the sale of the property.    
           MOTION:             
Council Member Betz motioned and Council President Keenan seconded to authorize the Mayor to sign the letter of consent from the Town indicating Consent of Master Landlord to First Amendment to Lease for Building I on the Warfield Complex. 



           The motion carried with Mayor Shaw abstaining.   

MOTION: 
Council Member Betz motioned and Council Member True seconded to take a five minute recess at 8:12 p.m.   



     The motion carried unanimously.
MOTION: 
Council Member True motioned and Council Member Bleam seconded to go back into open session at 8:20 p.m.   



    The motion carried unanimously.

Discussion took place about the Maryland Municipal League Convention.
CLOSED

SESSION:
Council Member Betz motioned and Council Member Bleam seconded to go into closed session at 8:30 p.m.   
The motion carried unanimously.

CLOSED SESSION:
The meeting is proposed to be closed pursuant to the General Provisions of the Annotated Code of Maryland, Section 3-305(b): (7) to consult with counsel to obtain legal advice. 



Those in attendance were: Mayor Shaw, Council President Keenan,

Council Members Betz, Bleam, Carter, Link, True, Town Attorney, Dennis Hoover, Director of Economic Development, Steven Colella, and Town Manager Dawn Ashbacher. 


Items discussed were:

· Legal Consult – Property Acquisition negotiations and disposition agreement for 7610 Main Street – No Action
MOTION:  
Council Member Carter motioned and Council Member Betz seconded to go back into open session at 10:03 p.m.




The motion carried unanimously.   

MOTION:  
Council Member True motioned and Council Member Carter seconded to authorize the expenditure of up to $5,000 for Sean Davis to develop an alternative site plan for 714 Sandosky Rd. and the entirety of the area surrounding with special consideration of possible development along Sandosky Rd. from Main St.  



The motion carried unanimously.   

ADJOURN:
There being no further business to come before the Council, Council President Keenan motioned and Council Member Betz seconded to adjourn meeting at 10:06 p.m. 


The motion carried unanimously.   
Respectfully submitted

Janice Perrault

Town Clerk 
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