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OFFICIAL MINUTES OF September 26, 2016 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
NO. 16-14

The Council meeting of the Town of Sykesville was held on Monday, September 26, 2016. Mayor Shaw called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Meeting Room at the Town House. Mayor Shaw led the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence.  	

PRESENT:	Mayor Ian Shaw, Council President Leo Keenan, and Council Members Julia Betz, Anna Carter, William “Chip” Bleam, Christopher True, and Stacy Link.

STAFF:	Chief Spaulding
	Ron Esworthy, Director of Public Works
Kerry Chaney, Town Clerk
Dennis Hoover, Town Attorney
Julie Della-Maria, Interim Main Street Coordinator
PUBLIC	 	 
CONCERNS:	None 

MINUTES:	September 12, 2016

MOTION:	Council Member Link motioned and Council Member Bleam seconded to approve the minutes with the revisions provided.
	
	All voted in favor with Mayor Shaw abstaining.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE 
REPORTS:	
· Mayor Shaw announced that the Maryland Municipal League (MML) Retreat was a success.  He would like to see an increase in attendance from the Council at the MML Chapter Meetings.
· Council President Keenan announced that the Main Street Association is still going through finances.  He welcomed Julie Della-Maria who is the new Interim Main Street Coordinator.
· Council Member Betz announced that there will be two public hearings with the Planning Commission.  These hearings will be about the Warfield Complex and will occur on October 3 and October 27.  The Planning Commission is hoping to hear the majority of the public comments at the October 3 meeting.
· Council Member True announced that the Carroll County Commissioners have signed a letter of intent similar to the letter of intent that the Mayor had signed.  The Maryland Department of Transportation, which includes the State Highway Administration, is doing a Capital Program Tour around the State.  The Howard County meeting is on September 29 and the Carroll County pre-tour meeting is on September 30.
	
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
· At the September 12 meeting, the Mayor and Town Council appointed Julie Della-Maria as the Interim Main Street Coordinator.
· Halloween on Main Street, October 27, 5-7 P.M.
· Halloween trick or treating throughout the Town will be Monday, October 31, 6-8 P.M.
· Chili and Beer Festival, Saturday, November 5, noon – 5 P.M.
· The Farmers’ Market is on Sundays from 9 A.M. – 1 P.M.
· Little Sykes Railway is also open Sundays 9 A.M. – 1 P.M. to coincide with the Farmers’ Market.

OPEN SESSION:
		CONSENT AGENDA:
1. Approval of Road Closure for Halloween on Main Street, October 27

	MOTION:	Council Member Betz motioned and Council Member True seconded to approve the item on the consent agenda.

	The motion carried unanimously.

		BUSINESS
1. Speeding Issue/Speed Bump on Norris Avenue
This is a continuation from the discussion that took place at the last meeting.  At the request of Council President Keenan, Chief Spaulding and the Director of Public Works, Ron Esworthy, were in attendance.  Mr. Moynihan and others from Norris Avenue were present at this meeting to speak on this issue.  Mr. Moynihan expressed his concern over the cars that speed on his street.  Chief Spaulding presented the findings from 52 traffic enforcement initiatives that have taken place since June.  The average speed was found to be 25.03 MPH.  Some options were presented, including a speed trailer that records the time and speed of cars, installing larger “children at play” signs, reducing the speed limit in that area, using paint to narrow the drivable area, and placing thermal plastic rumble strips on the road.  These options will be researched by Ron Esworthy and Chief Spaulding and a plan will be presented to the Council at a later meeting.  Council Member Link mentioned that Mr. Moynihan and other members of the public can help by giving the license plate numbers of frequent speeders to the police.  Mr. Moynihan presented the Mayor and Town Council with a petition signed by people on his section of Norris Avenue who are in support of a traffic calming measure.
	
MOTION: 	Council Member Betz motioned and Council President Keenan seconded to take a recess at 7:51 P.M.

The motion carried unanimously.

MOTION:	Council Member True motioned and Council Member Carter seconded to go back into open session at 8:03 P.M.

	The motion carried unanimously.

CLOSED SESSION:
The meeting is proposed to be closed pursuant to the General Provisions of the Annotated Code of Maryland, Section 3-305(b): (1) To discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of appointees, employees, or officials over whom it has jurisdiction; or any other personnel matter that affects one or more specific individuals.

MOTION:	Council Member True motioned and Council Member Link seconded to go into closed session at 8:04 P.M.

The motion carried unanimously.

Those in attendance were: Mayor Shaw, Council President Keenan, Council Members Betz, Bleam, Carter, Link, and True 

Items discussed were:
· Personnel –Public Works appointment —confidential personal information - action
· Personnel – Update discussion of the Main Street Management position – confidential personal information – no action

MOTION:  	Council Member Carter motioned and Council President Keenan seconded to go back into open session at 8:42 P.M.

The motion carried unanimously.

ADJOURN:	There being no further business to come before the Council, Council Member True motioned and Council Member Carter seconded to adjourn meeting at 8:43 P.M. 

	The motion carried unanimously.   



Respectfully submitted
Town Clerk Kerry Chaney
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